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SUB J : GOC CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM 
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1 . SUMMARY: THE GOC CONTEMPLATES PROMULGATING FOUR 
CONSTITUTIONAL ACTS ON SEPTEMBER 11. 1976, AT ITS 
THIRD ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION. THE ACTS WILL COVER 
HUMAN RIGHTS AND GOVERNMENT AUTHORITY DURING EMERGENCY 
SITUATIONS. THE PRESENT LEVEL OF STATE OF SIEGE MAY 

BE LOWERED, BUT WE CAN EXPECT ALSO THAT THE FULL 
IMPLEMENTATIONS OF THE NEW RIGHTS WILL BE SUSPENDED AS LONG AS 
A STATE OF EMERGENCY IS IN EFFECT. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE SECRETARY TO THE CHILEAN COMMITTEE FOR CONSTITUTIONAL 
REFORM CONFIRMED TO EMBOFF THAT WITHIN 30 DAYS THE COMMITTEE 
PLANS TO PRESENT TO THE TEXT OF FOUR CONSTITUTIONAL ACTS TO THE 
PRESIDENT FOR HIS APPROVAL. THE GOC INTENDS TO PROMULGATE THESE 
ACTS ON SEPTEMBER II, 1976, THE 3RD ANNIVERSARY OF THE COUP. 

3. THE FOUR ACTS, REPORTED IN REFTEL, DEAL WITH THE FUNDAMENTAL 
BASES OF THE NEW INSTITUTIONALITY, NATIONALITY, GOVERNMENTAL 
AUTHORITY DURING EMERGENCY SITUATIONS, AND "HUMAN RIGHTS AND DUTIES 
OF CITIZENS." THE LAST WILL BE THE MOST NOTEWORTHY AND WILL 
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MAGAZINE REPORTEDLY WILL INCLUDE AN INTERVIEW WITH COMMITTEE 
PRESIDENT ENRIQUE ORTUZAR, WHO WILL DISCUSS THE FOUR ACTS IN 
SUBSTANCE. EMBASSY WILL REPORT FURTHER IF APPROPRIATE. 

4. THE FOUR ACTS ARE THE SAME ONES MENTIONED BY PRESIDENT 
PINOCHET IN THE LATTER'S SEPTEMBER 1 1, 1975 SPEECH (PARA 7 
REFTEL). IN THIS SPEECH, THE PRESIDENT PROMISED THEIR PROMULGA- 
TION WITHIN THE FIRST SIX MONTHS OF 1976. WHEN ASKED ABOUT THE DE- 
LAY IN PROMULGATION, THE COMMITTEE SECRETARY STATED THAT THE 
STUDIES AND RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE PRESIDENT HAD BEEN READY 
FOR PRESENTATION EARLIER, BUT IT WAS DECIDED TO ISSUE THE ACTS 
AFTER THE OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY. ACCORDING TO THE SECRETARY, 

THE GOC DID NOT WANT THE MEDIA TO "MISINTERPRET" THE PROMULGA- 
TION AND THINK THAT THE OAS PRESENCE IN ANY WAY INFLUENCED THEIR 
ISSUANCE. 

5. WHEN ASKED ABOUT A TIME SCHEDULE FOR FINISHING 

THE CONSTITUTION, THE SECRETARY REPLIED THAT THE COMMITTEE 
HAD AGREED NOT TO ESTABLISH ONE. CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM, HE 
ADDED, WAS TOO IMPORTANT TO RUSH, AND THE COMMITTEE'S THINKING 
IS TO TAKE THE TIME "NECESSARY" TO COME UP WITH A CONSTITUTION 
THAT WILL FIT WITHIN THE "NEW DEMOCRACY" ENVISIONED BY THE 
JUNTA. (THIS THOUGHT IS THE SAME AS THAT REPORTED IN SANTIAGO 
A-28 OF JANUARY 5, 1975). 

6. COMMENT: SECRETARY KISSINGER IN REMARKS MADE TO THE PRESS JUNE 
1 1 IN MEXICO CITY, NOTED THAT A CONSTITUTIONAL ACT ON HUMAN 
RIGHTS WOULD BE FORTHCOMING AND THAT THE USG WOULD WITHOLD 
JUDGMENT ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN CHILE UNTIL THEN. OUR UNDERSTANDING 
WAS THAT THE ACT WOULD BE ISSUED SOONER THAN SEPTEMBER 11, 

BUT THAT DATE IS AN ENTIRELY APPROPRIATE ONE FOR THE GOC. IT 
IS ALSO PLAUSIBLE THAT GOC HELD UP PROMULGATION OF THE ACTS 
BECAUSE OF THE OASGA. INERTIA AND LACK OF ENTHUSIASM MAY ALSO 
HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THE DELAY. 

7. THE COMMITTEE SECRETARY NOTED THAT THE CONSTITUTIONAL ACT 

ON EMERGENCY POWERS WOULD PROVIDE FOR THE TEMPORARY SUSPENSION 
OF CERTAIN CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS DURING EMERGENCY SITUATIONS. 

HE SAID THE COMMITTEE WOULD PROBABLY RECOMMEND TO 
THE GOC A REDUCTION IN THE CURRENT LEVEL OF STATE OF 
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SIEGE ON SEPTEMBER 1 1 . EVEN WITH SUCH A REDUCTION WE CONSIDER 
IT UNLIKELY THAT THE NEW CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS WILL COME 
FULLY INTO EFFECT ON SEPTEMBER 11. 

POPPER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLICIES, POLITICAL SITUATION, CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 13 JUL 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: CunninFX 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976SANTIA06815 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760270-0681 
From: SANTIAGO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760764/aaaaceae.tel 

Line Count: 1 1 1 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 SANTIAGO 6207 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: CunninFX 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14 JUL 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <14 JUL 2004 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <27 OCT 2004 by CunninFX> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GOC CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM 
TAGS: PGOV, PINT, Cl 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



